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Loma Prieta 
 Downtown Oakland buildings and 
 freeway relocation



Loma Prieta
 Oakland City Hall





 
Rebuilding City Hall



 
Relocating City offices ‐

 Downtown Administration 
 Center



 
Redeveloping single‐room 

 occupancy units

All in the context of the Savings 
 & Loan Financial Crisis.

Loma Prieta
 Oakland Recovery Plan

The Oakland Tribune Laura A. Oda/Staff 



1991 Oakland Hills Firestorm
 Insured property



Hurricane Katrina
 Citywide evacuation



Hurricane Katrina
 Partially insured + Fed bailout



The U.S. Geological Survey estimates that there is 
 a 62% probability that at least one earthquake of 
 magnitude 6.7 or greater will occur on a known or 
 unknown San Francisco Bay region fault before 

 2032.

The Next Big One



The expected quake is far more devastating 
 than recent experience.
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Housing units rendered 
uninhabitable:


 

Over 16,000

 

in Loma Prieta


 

Over 46,000

 

in Northridge


 

Over 155,000

 

in future 
Hayward or San Andreas earthquakes

The Next Big One
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25,000 people still projected to be in shelters on Day 90.



Insurance will not rebuild our housing. 
 FEMA will not rebuild our housing.



 
Estimated residential losses = Estimated residential losses = 

 $ 90 Billion$ 90 Billion



 
Estimated residential losses covered by earthquake Estimated residential losses covered by earthquake 

 insurance = insurance = 

$ 4.4 Billion $ 4.4 Billion ––
 

5%5%

The Next Big One



84% of expected loss in housing units is 84% of expected loss in housing units is 
 multifamily housing.multifamily housing.

The Next Big One



Some neighborhoods will be devastated.

The Next Big One



Key Issues
Local governments are over challenged post‐disaster.

Three key steps for land use recovery:


 
Demolition



 
Planning and expedited permitting



 
Redevelopment
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Demolition


 
Red‐tagged properties



 
Equity wipe‐outs



 
Bank negotiations
‐

 
Timeline for demolitions
‐

 
Public interest in expedited redevelopment



 
Federal government negotiations
‐

 
Community economic recovery
‐

 
106 process
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Planning and Permitting


 
Community exhaustion



 
Race against time



 
Investment environment



 
Priority Development Areas



 
Historic Districts
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Redevelopment


 
Regional imperative



 
Affordable housing



 
Sustainable development:  building better & safer
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Discussion Questions


 
What role does (and should) ABAG have in this 

 process?


 
What mechanisms do (and should) cities and 

 counties currently have for planning for disaster‐
 driven land‐use change?



 
What impediments currently exist to post‐disaster 

 land use planning?


 
What role does ABAG’s FOCUS initiative have and 

 how can (or should) it be broadened to begin to 
 cover this issue? 
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